2. Pediatric Dentistry in Korea
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Since Korean Academy of Pediatric Dentistry instituted in 1959, about 960 pediatric dentists
has produced. Since the first private children dental clinic founded in 1993, the numbers of private

children clinics have grown and in 2008 it reached nearly 90 clinics.

In late 1990s, Kid industry expanded, and local children dental clinic also expanded rapidly as
well. In that period, our attentions were focused on restoration of dental caries and treatment of

pulp. In fact, most of children patient had numbers of caries that needed restorative treatment.

Recently, Korea recorded the lowest birth rate in the world. In addition, the percentage of the
patients who visited only for an examination is increasing, compared to the percentage of the

patients who visited for the actual treatment.

These changes led us to change our paradigm. We learned from our past experiences that our
treatments had their limits. Due to these circumstances, private dental clinics are seeking for a
new direction. Although each region had different conditions, the main stream of the Korean local

pediatric dentistry is flowing to

Individualized prevention (Based on caries risk assessment)

Minimal invasion treatment (The more esthetic restoration, the less pulp treatment)
Occlusal guidance approach (Myofunctional approach etc.)

Apply new tool (Fluor vanish, GC tooth mousse, T4K, MTA etc.)
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